COMEBA

 Confederation of Mediterranean Badminton
STATUTE

Casablanca, 29th July 2006.

SECTION I – SCOPE AND COMPOSITION.
Article 1 : Scope and aims.

The scope of the “ “Confederation of Mediterranean Badminton”, hereinafter called COMEBA, in agreement with all the national member Associations of the Mediterranean countries, is the undertaking of all initiatives in favour of Badminton promotion and practice in the countries of the Mediterranean basin.

 Its aims are:

a. Encouraging the respect of the  “Badminton World Federation” (formerly, the “International Badminton Federation”) principles;

b. Developing and promoting the practice of Badminton in the countries of the Mediterranean basin;

c. Working for the introduction and maintenance of Badminton in the programme of the Mediterranean Games;

d. Developing the spirit of friendship and mutual aid among its members;

e. Striving for a continuous development of the Badminton technical level and the spreading of this sport in the countries of the Mediterranean basin;

f. Promoting the sports competition in a friendly spirit and eliminating all unfair practices, such as the use of drugs having an impact on performance;

g. Providing the publication of the official text of the Statute and by laws;

h. Giving its support to and supervising the organisation of COMEBA competitions;

i. Spending the funds COMEBA may raise in the most beneficial way for the interests of Badminton in the Mediterranean countries.

All political or religious events or discussions are prohibited. 

 COMEBA commits itself to respect the philosophical and political ideas of its members and prohibits all debate unrelated to its aims.

The official languages are English, French and Arabic and they are used in meetings, conferences or cultural and sports events. Nevertheless, delegates may speak in their own mother tongue provided they supply the translation of their speech in one of the three official languages.

All COMEBA documents are drawn up in English, French and Arabic. 

In case of a clash between the different versions, the English version will prevail.

Article 2 : Composition.

COMEBA is composed of the Badminton Associations of the countries of the Mediterranean basin, which are members of the “Badminton World Federation”. 

Countries of the Mediterranean basin are those who have at least a strip of coastline on the Mediterranean Sea.

Article 3 : Headquarters.
The COMEBA headquarters are at the offices of the National Badminton Association of the President of COMEBA on duty.

Upon the decision of the General Assembly, they may be transferred to any COMEBA member country.

Headquarters and administrative management costs will be covered by the National Association hosting the COMEBA headquarters.

Article 4 : Duration.

The duration of COMEBA is indefinite.

SECTION II – ADMISSION, RESIGNATIONS,  SUSPENSION AND EXCLUSION TERMS.
Article 5 : Admission.

Each recognised Association of the Mediterranean basin, whose country is a “Badminton World Federation” member, may be admitted as a full member.

The admission of Members falls within the competence of the General Assembly, through a decision by a simple majority of the votes cast.

The admission application shall be examined and submitted by the Board of Directors
Members admitted to COMEBA commit themselves to observe its Statute and by-laws.

        Additionally, they commit themselves to pay the annual fee.

The annual fee is proposed by the Board of Directors and approved by the General Assembly.

Members not paying the annual fee do not take part in COMEBA activities.
Article 6: Resignations.
Full members wishing to withdraw from COMEBA shall send their resignation in written form to the Board of Directors’ general secretariat. 

They must send a notice, honour completely their responsibilities and they will forfeit the annual fee.

Article 7 : Suspension.
The Board of Directors may propose the suspension of any full member that, after a warning, does not comply with the administrative formalities provided for in the Statute and by-laws, (suspension falling within the competence of the General Assembly by a two-thirds majority of the votes of present members). 
Article 8 : Exclusion.

The Board of Directors may propose the exclusion of any member whose behaviour may be prejudicial to or detrimental for COMEBA (exclusion falling within the competence of the General Assembly by a two-thirds majority of the votes of present members).

Excluded members can ask for a new admission after a period of two years.
SECTION III – GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
Article 9 : General Assembly.

The General Assembly is composed of all full members having complied with all administrative formalities provided for in the Statute and by-laws and having paid their fee, represented by a delegate holding written authorisation from the respective National Association, with full authority to decide and vote on behalf of the respective National Association. 

The General Assembly shall be held in odd years.

For this General Assembly, the Board of Directors will invite the presidents of the African Badminton Federation, Badminton Europe (formerly, the “European Badminton Union”) and the Badminton World Federation, to the latter of which COMEBA must be affiliated. 

These presidents, or their representatives, will attend the General Assembly solely as observers and will not have any voting rights.

In the year when a General Assembly is not due to be held, the Board of Directors will call an informal meeting of all COMEBA members which will take place concurrently with the Annual General Meeting of the Badminton World Federation.

Upon a request of the Board of Directors or by one third of the COMEBA members, an Extraordinary General Assembly may be summoned whenever required by the general interest of the Confederation.

In this case, the notification shall reach all COMEBA members at least thirty days before its fixed date. It shall be signed by the Secretary General and will include the date, venue, time and agenda of the meeting.

The deliberations of the General Assembly and of the Extraordinary General Assembly are valid only when the simple majority of its members are present.

Article 10 :  Convening.
The notification of a General Assembly shall reach all COMEBA members with a simple letter, an email or a fax, at least sixty days before its fixed date. Such notification must show the Assembly date, venue, time and agenda.

It shall be signed by the Secretary General.

Where possible, the General Assembly organisational costs shall be covered by the National Association hosting the General Assembly.

Article 11 : Decisions.

The General Assembly is chaired by the President or, in his / her absence, by one of the two vice presidents.

All General Assembly decisions are final.

Decisions are taken by a simple majority of votes, with the exception of the amendments to the Statute, suspensions and exclusions which require two-thirds majority of the votes of the present members. 

Article 12 : Representation.

Each full member may delegate a representative having the right to vote at the General Assembly. Such representative may only own one proxy.

Only delegates entitled to vote can receive a proxy. 

SECTION IV – BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
Article 13 : Operation / Management and Elections.

The permanent operation of COMEBA and the implementation of its objectives are assured by the Board of Directors composed of seven members (one President, two Vice-Presidents, one Secretary General, one Treasurer and two Councillors) elected in the General Assembly every four years.

The President represents COMEBA in all activities and at all official and international instances.

The Secretary General shall draw up the reports and the minutes of the meetings, which will be submitted to the Board of Directors for approval before circulation to the members.

In case of the resignation, suspension, exclusion or death of one of its members, the Board of Directors must replace him / her. Such replacement shall be approved by the next General Assembly. The replacing Director shall complete the term of the person he / she replaces.

The different tasks, required to ensure the permanent operation of COMEBA and the implementation of its objectives, will be distributed among the Directors. To carry out these tasks, the Board of Directors may set up ad hoc commissions and call experts.

The Board of Directors shall convene at least twice a year and at any other time considered necessary. Nevertheless the Board may validly deliberate only when half of the Directors are present (a quorum exists only when four out of seven Directors are present). 

Where necessary, the Board of Directors may also validly deliberate through correspondence by fax or e-mail.

Each meeting of the Board of Directors shall be recorded in Minutes drawn up by the Secretary General and signed by the session Chair and the Secretary General. These Minutes will be filed and kept in a special register; they will be circulated to the members.

All decisions of the Board of Directors are taken by a simple majority of the present Directors. In the event of a tie, the Chair’s vote will prevail.

Members of the Board of Directors are appointed by the General Assembly for a 4-year term (the Mediterranean Games cycle). To be elected, they must obtain the majority of the votes cast.

They are re-eligible, unless there is an opposition to their mandate, only for two terms.
Any Director, having lost the requirement for which he / she has been elected, can be confirmed by the Council of his / her National Association until the natural deadline of his / her appointment.

Article 14 :  Financial Year.

The financial year of COMEBA starts on the 1st of January and ends on the 31st of December.

SECTION V – STATUTE’S AMENDMENTS AND DISSOLUTION.
Article 15 : Statute’s Amendments.

Amendments to the COMEBA statute may be decided only by the General Assembly by a two-thirds majority of the present members.

Proposed amendments to the Statute must be notified in writing to the Secretary General by not later than thirty days from the date when the General Assembly is being held; the Secretary General will circulate the proposed amendments to all COMEBA members.
Article 16 : Dissolution.

The dissolution of COMEBA may be decided only by the General Assembly by a two-thirds majority of present members.

Article 17 : Devolution.

In case of dissolution, the General Assembly chooses the institution or institutions suitable to continue the work undertaken by COMEBA, with special reference to its spirit, for the transfer of its assets.

Article 18 : Internal Regulations.

The Board of Directors must establish Internal Regulations aiming at administering COMEBA. They shall not be in conflict with the present Statute.

These Internal Regulations shall be submitted to the approval of the General Assembly, which shall adopt them by a simple majority of the votes of the present members.

Article 19 : Cases not provided for.

 Matters not explicitly provided for in this Statute and in the Internal Regulations will be decided by the Board of Directors.
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